
Type of License What makes them 
special? 

Need for 
crediting the  

author 

Economic 
nature of the 

purpose of the 
work 

Consequent licensing 
conditions 

Ability to make derivative 
works 

 
Attribution 
 
(CC By_____) 
 

 

 
Super flexible 
license that allows 
you to share your 
work very easily to 
a large number of 
people. 

 
Yes! This is the 
only condition of 
the work is that 
you have to give 
the author due 
credit. 

 
Can be used to 
license works for 
commercial and 
non-commercial 
purposes. 

 
None, so long as you attribute 
its fine. The new work is free 
to be licensed in any way. 

 
Yes, this license allows you to 
modify, distribute, remix the 
work into a new work. 

Attribution- 
Share Alike 
 
(CC By-SA) 
 

 

Perpetuates the 
openness of the CC 
system and has 
been likened to 
open source 
software licensing. 

Yes, there is the 
need to give due 
credit to the author 
of the original 
work. 

Both commercial 
and non-
commercial use 

The license of the new work 
has to also be an Attribution-
Share Alike license. 

Yes, this license allows you to 
modify, remix and re-
distribute the work, so long as 
the derivative works are also 
shared under the same license. 

Attribution-
NoDerivatives 
 
(CC By-ND) 
 

 

Important if you 
want to make your 
work easily 
available or 
referenced. 

Yes, every time 
the work is used, 
you have to give 
the author due 
credit. 

Both commercial 
and non-
commercial use 

None, so long as you attribute 
its fine.  

No! A work carrying the 
Attribution-No Derivatives 
license is only available for re-
distribution. 

Attribution-
NonCommercial 
 
(CC By –NC) 
 

 
 

Useful to ensure 
that your work is 
put to non-
commercial use 
only. 

Yes, once again it 
is necessary to 
credit the author 
of the work. 

Only non-
commercial use 

The terms of the licensing can 
be different so long as there is 
attribution and its for non-
commercial use. 

Yes, this license allows you to 
modify, distribute, remix the 
work into a new work, only so 
long as its for a non-
commercial purpose. 



Type of License What makes them 
special? 

Need for 
crediting the  

author 

Economic 
nature of the 

purpose of the 
work 

Consequent licensing 
conditions 

Ability to make derivative 
works 

Attribution-
NonCommercial-
Share Alike 
 
(CC By NC-SA) 
 

 

Can be used to 
keep your work 
open, but at the 
same time, strictly 
non-profit. 

Yes, crediting the 
author is very 
important. 

Only non-
commercial use 

The license of the new work 
has to also be an Attribution-
NonCommercial-Share Alike 
license. 

Yes, this license allows you to 
modify, remix and re-
distribute the work, so long as 
the derivative works are also 
shared under the same license 
terms and for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Attribution-
NonCommercial-
NoDerivatives 
 
(CC By NC-ND) 
 

 

Most restrictive of 
the licenses and 
meant for authors 
who want their 
work to be 
downloaded or 
redistributed for 
non-commercial 
uses. 

Yes, it is highly 
important to credit 
the author when 
sharing their work. 

Only non-
commercial use 

None, attribution and non-
commercial purpose is all that 
is needed. 

No! A work carrying this 
license is only available for re-
distribution for non-
commercial uses.  

Public Domain 
or Zero License 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

NO RESTRICTIONS OF USE 

	  


